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A letter from our
President

We can't kick off 2026 without taking a moment to gratefully reflect
on an amazing end to 2025. We ended the year with a super
successful Jingle Bell Bash, raising funds vital for arts and culture
programs in Catawba County. Thank you to everyone who came out
on that chilly, damp Monday in December to make it such a success.
My favorite part of the evening had to be all of the beautiful artwork

donated by local artists for the silent auction. Because of the talented artists and the charitable offering
of our attendees, we will be able to generously support artists this year through our Innovative Artist
Grant program.

Welcome to 2026! We are moving full steam ahead with the United Arts Fund. The United Arts Fund is our
annual campaign that provides vital, unrestricted operating support for our Funded Affiliates and
essential resources for all of our members and partners. Funded affiliates who received operating support
in 2025 include:

Catawba Science Center Hickory Landmarks Society

The Green Room Community Theatre Hickory Museum of Art

Hickory Choral Society Historical Association of Catawba County
Hickory Community Theatre Western Piedmont Symphony

Unrestricted operating dollars are the most difficult to raise and the most important to creating a vibrant
and thriving cultural community. Arts, science and history nonprofit organizations in Catawba County
generate $53.5 million dollars annually in economic activity (2022-2023 Economic Impact Study). This
means that arts and culture are vital to creating communities with a good quality of life. Less than half of
our county’s arts and cultural organizations have the staff they need. Funding is the primary challenge in
offering deserving wages, benefits and much needed training for new recruits. We appreciate your
continued support of our United Arts Fund to ensure a healthy future for arts and culture in our area.

In other exciting news, we will officially launch Catawba 365 to the public in May! One of the main
initiatives and priorities that came out of our cultural plan was the need to expand awareness about arts
and culture events. The Arts Culture Catawba team and many other local organizations have been
working hard to ensure that this online calendar will be filled with relevant, impactful events and
information when we launch this spring. We hope you'll join us in May for our official launch party and
make Catawba365.com your source for all things arts and culture around Catawba County!

Katherine Rogers
Arts Culture Catawba
Board President



WHO WE ARE | Staff

ARTS CULTURE

CATAWBA

promotes, nurtures, and funds
excellence in individuals and
organizations who provide
creative experiences that

enrich the lives of residents

and visitors.

Ingrid Keller

Executive Director

CONTACT US

|ngrid Keller executivedirector@artscatawba.org
(828) 324-4906 ext. 302

Ke[sey Graf adminassist@artscatawba.org
(828) 324-4906 ext. 301

Kendra Williford marketing@artscatawba.org Chris Coffey Angel Pittman
(828) 324_4906 ext. 307 Grants & Resources Coordinator Fmance & Office Operations Associale

Chris Coffey grants@artscatawba.org
(828) 324-4906 ext. 306

Angel Pittman businessmanager@artscatawba.org
(828) 324-4906 ext. 310

Rand Brandes rand@artscatawba.org
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Kelsey Graf Kendra Williford
Data & Donor Services Administrator Marketing Manager

Our administrative offices are
located in the WEST WING of
the SALT Block:

243 Third Avenue NE - Box 5
Hickory, NC 28601

' .
Rand Brandes
Partnershnp Manager

Thank you to our Government Support!

Catawba County City of Claremont City of Conover
City of Hickory City of Newton Town of Maiden Town of Catawba



Board of Directors

d

Michael Roper Landon Lane, I
President-Elect Vice President Secretary

Katherine Rogers
President

—— —— w3

Shuford Abernethy
Treasurer

L}

David Leonetti Dori Morrison

\ )

w— f s

=700 = = “
Vs “

/

Alfred McCorkle Elizabeth Thao Jamie Treadaway Mike Watson



Arts Culture Catawba
Membership

Funded Affiliates

Catawba Science Center

The Green Room Community Theatre
Hickory Choral Society

Hickory Community Theatre

Hickory Landmarks Society

Hickory Museum of Art

Historical Association of Catawba County
Western Piedmont Symphony

Associate Members
AnandaRasa Catawba

Carolina Style Chorus

Catawba Valley Camera Club
Catawba Valley Gem and Mineral
Catawba Valley Heritage Alliance
Catawba Valley New Horizons Music
Catawba Valley Quilters Guild
Footcandle Film Society

Full Circle Arts

Hart Square Foundation

Hickory Ballet and Performing Arts
Hickory Music Club

Hickory Music Factory

Hickory Playground

Kids in Koncert

Newton Depot

Newton Performing Arts Center
Newton-Conover Community Band
NoCo Arts

Trade Alley Art Gallery

SALT Block Foundation

Satellite Archaeology Foundation, Inc.
Suzuki School of the Arts

Scan the QR Code to view
our membership link list.

Community Partners | Education
Catawba County Schools

Catawba Valley Community College

Hickory Day School

Hickory Public Schools

Hickory Schools Orchestra Boosters
Lenoir-Rhyne University (VWS)
Lenoir-Rhyne Youth Chorus

Montessori Children’s House
Newton-Conover City Schools

Community Partners | Service
Art of Compassion

Camp Dogwood

Catawba Valley Orchid Society

Centro Latino

Delta Sigma Theta Society

Greater Hickory International Council
Hmong Southeast Puavpheej

Service League of Hickory

Women's Resource Center

Community Partners | Government

Catawba County Library

Catawba County Parks

Downtown Newton Development Association

Friends of Catawba County Library

Friends of Claremont Library

Friends of Hickory Public Library

Friends of Sherrills Ford Library

Hickory Downtown Development Association

Hickory Public Arts Commission

Hickory Public Library

Hickory Recreation Department

Keep Catawba County Beautiful

Newton Public Art Commission

North Carolina Cooperative Extension

North Carolina Extension Master Gardener
Volunteer Association

Town of Catawba Historical Association

Visit Hickory



2025 Sustainability Society Commitments

In Honor of our Leadership Donors

Thank you to all of our Sustainability Society Members! The Sustainability Society is made up of a
dedicated group of donors who have pledged to make a gift of at least $1000 a year for five years to
support the new initiatives of the Creative Catawba Culture Plan.
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SUSTAINABILITY
SOCIETY

Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Barnes
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Barnhardt
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Berry

Broome Insurance Agency, a Legacy Partner

Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Bush, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Byrd
Cargo Transporters, Inc.
Mrs. Maryfrances Carter
Catawba Valley Health System
Mr. J. Donald Coleman
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Coley
Ms. Joyce G. Corbett

Davidson, Holland, Whitesell & Co.

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Decker
Mrs. Becky Ferrell
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Glasheen
Mr. and Mrs. John Greenwell
Mr. and Mrs. Ryen Greer
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Isenhour
Mr. and Mrs. John Jonkhoff
Mr. and Mrs. Lutz Keller

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lackey, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Long
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Lundy
Mrs. Nancy F. Matheson

Mr. and Mrs. David R. Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Mull
North Hickory Market
O. Leonard Moretz Foundation
Ms. Monica Olinger
Peoples Bank

Pepsi-Cola Bottling Company of Hickory, NC

Mr. John Pope
Mr. and Mrs. H. Dean Proctor
Rock House Brands
Mr. Michael Roper
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Roseman, Jr.
Sarstedt, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Abel A. Shuford Il
Shurtape Technologies
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Teeter
Mr. and Mrs. John Tucker llI
Mr. and Mrs. Sherrill F. Young, Jr.



2025 United Arts Fund Campaign

In Honor of our Leadership Donors

Thank you to all who donated to the 2025 United Arts Fund Campaign which supports our arts, science and
history organizations so they can continue to help make Catawba County a great place to live and work.

PATRONS

SPONSORS

DONORS

Beaver Family Foundation, Inc.

George Foundation Inc.
TSH Charitable Foundation, Inc.

Atriax Group

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Barnes

Mr. and Mrs. Paul M. Fleetwood Il
Ms. Peggy R. Fullwood

Ms. Joan E. Gardner

Mr. and Mrs. James Abernethy

Mr. and Mrs. Claude Shuford Abernethy llI
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Anthony

Ms. Angela B. Simmons and Mr. Jeff Behmer
Mr. and Mrs. James P. Benton, Jr.

Ms. Dorothy Collier Best

Mr. Greg Billings

Mr. and Mrs. Larry A. Bowman

Dr. and Mrs. Rand Brandes

Dr. and Mrs. Paul V. Caporossi

Ms. Sandra Pait-Clay and Dr. George Clay
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore S. Corwin, Jr.

Ms. Susan Daughtridge

PRESERVERS

BENEFACTORS

Cline Family Foundation
Ms. Kimberly George

SUSTAINERS

Dr. Charles J. Goodwin

Mr. and Mrs. David Hayes

Ms. Cathy Hunsucker and Mr. Tony Hanson
Ms. Rebecca A. Hart and Mr. Nathan Moody
Mr. and Mrs. David Hood

L.B. Lane Family Foundation

Dr. and Mrs. David Ludwig

Mrs. Carol de Perczel

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Ester

Dr. Jerry K. Froedge

Mr. and Mrs. John Geiger

Ms. Susan J. Goldstein

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Greathouse
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Grell

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Hildebrand

Mr. and Mrs. Robert |. Hooks

Ms. Ingrid Keller and Mr. Matt Ester
Mr. Kent Kerley and Mr. Thom Hutchens
Mr. and Mrs. Jearld Leonhardt

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Matthews

Mr. and Mrs. James V. Tarlton, Jr.

Ms. Joyce G. Corbett

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Ferretti lll

Mr. and Mrs. Boyd L. George

Kenneth K. and Suzanne G. Millholland
Endowment Fund

Piedmont Natural Gas Company

The Claude S. Jr. and Raenelle B. Abernethy
Testamentary Charitable Trust

The Griffin Family Foundation

Martin Starnes and Associates, CPAs, PA
Mr. John C. Nelson

The Bolick Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. James Treadaway, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Watson

Mrs. Donna S. Wright

Matthews Construction Co. Inc.

Mr. Bob McCreary

Mr. and Mrs. John McDonough

Dr. and Mrs. John Meier

Ms. Chris Lavorata and Mr. Robert Mild
Mr. Robert A. Mullinax

Ms. Michele Francois and Mr. Jeff Neuville
Mr. and Mrs. Donald W. Norwood

Dr. and Mrs. Dean Powell

Mr. and Mrs. Chris Rogers

Mr. and Mrs. Danny Seaver

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Sowers

Spectrum Financial



SUPPORTER

CONTRIBUTOR

Allegra Print Marketing and Mail
Anonymous

Mr. Steve F. Austin and Mr. Jeff Mingus
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Beatty, Jr.

Dr. and Mrs. Ken Bechtel

Dr. and Mrs. John C. Bools

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Bracewell

Mr. and Mrs. John N. Bray

Mr. G. Maurice Capps

Mr. Marcus B. Dagenhardt

Ms. Twyla Deese and Mr. Dennis Baucom
Mr. Todd Dickerson

Ms. Anita Doran and Mr. Andrew Straw
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Earles

Ms. Thelma Eley

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Griffin

Mr. and Mrs. Rodney Herbert

Mr. and Mrs. Rick Hetzel

Mr. & Mrs. Lance Hight

Dr. and Mrs. Allen Huffman, Jr.

Alexis Abernathy

Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Abernethy
Dr. Nathan Ahlgrim

Mr. and Mrs. Austin Allran

Dr. and Mrs. Daniel Anderson
Dr. and Mrs. Allen Bandy, Jr.
Ms. Ashley Bandy

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Barger

Mrs. Haley and Mr. Jason Beech
Mr. and Mrs. Travis Bland

Mrs. Katherine Bondurant

Mr. and Mrs. Doug Brady

Mrs. Helen M. Brooks

Mr. John D. Brown Il

Mr. and Mrs. Preston Bryant

Mr. and Mrs. J. Wilson Caldwell
Mr. and Mrs. Kit Cannon

Ms. Priscilla Carney

Carolina Base-PAC Corporation
Mrs. Maryfrances Carter

Mr. and Mrs. John Cathey

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Coleman
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Corsi

Ms. Connie Couden

Mrs. Judy Cramer

Ms. Cavelle Davolio

Ms. Elizabeth Davolio

Ms. Arnita M. Dula

Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Dunlap
Dr. and Mrs. Hector Estepan

Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Filip

Mr. and Mrs. Allen Finley

Dr. Ann Joslyn and Dr. Randy Fisher
Dr. and Mrs. Alan G. Forshey

Dr. and Mrs. J. Thomas Foster
Ms. Sharon Foster

Ms. Sandra Fotheringham

Dr. and Mrs. Garland Hughes

Mr. Tony lkard

Ms. Patricia Lee and Mr. Kirby Kepford
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald W. Knedlik

Ms. Sally Fanjoy and Mr. James Labrenz
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Lail

Mr. and Mrs. Landon B. Lane Il

Dr. and Mrs. Michael R. Lewis

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Light

Dr. and Mrs. William E. Long

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Martino

Ms. Cameron Mauney

Mr. and Mrs. John T. Mills

Mr. and Mrs. Lamar Mitchell

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Morgan

Mrs. Anne L. Moss

Mr. and Mrs. Hani Nassar

Mr. and Mrs. William Parrish

Dr. and Mrs. Kerry Payne

Dr. José Riera

Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Frank, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Nicholas Frankel
Ms. Marilyn Futrelle

Mr. and Mrs. John Gann

Dr. and Mrs. Richard M. Garlitz
Mr. Gary Gilleland and Mr. Joseph Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Gniadek

Mr. and Mrs. Russ Granger

Mr. and Mrs. G. Alan Griffin
Reverend and Mrs. Thomas Griffis
Mr. and Mrs. William Gruman
Ms. Ellie Jeffers Hall

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Hargreaves
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Hartjes

Mrs. Gere T. Helton

Dr. and Mrs. James R. Hodges
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Hollar

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel F. Huffman
Mr. Gregory Huffman

Mrs. Sue Huffman

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Humphrey
Mr. and Mrs. Reid lkerd

Mr. and Mrs. Steve lvester

Ms. Leslie Keller

Ms. Connie Kincaid

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Knowles
Mr. and Mrs. John Koval

Dr. and Mrs. John Leach

Mr. and Mrs. Dave Leonetti
Mrs. Betty P. Lohr

Mr. Andy Lominac

Ms. Frankie M. Matthews

Mr. William W. McComb, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred McCorkle
Drs. Karen and Gary McDougal
Dr. and Mrs. Mark McGinnis
Ms. Deb McKeel

Mr. and Mrs. David Metz

Dr. and Mrs. Doug Michael
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Rock House Brands

Mr. and Mrs. Joey Sadowski
Mr. and Mrs. Gary L. Sain

Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Salwen

Dr. and Mrs. Charles D. Scheil
Mr. and Mrs. Alex Shuford Il
Mrs. Susan Sigler

Mr. and Mrs. Skipper Smith
Ms. Mary Texer

Mr. and Mrs. Bryce O. Thomas, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Vollinger
Mr. and Mrs. Robert P. Walters
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Wepner

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wessels
Mr. and Mrs. David Whitley

Ms. Charlotte Williams and Mr. Michael Willis

Dr. Grey Winfield Il
Dr.and Mrs. W. Lee Young IlI
Mr. and Mrs. David P. Zagaroli

Dr. and Mrs. Joel B. Miller

Ms. Robyn Mingle

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Moody, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Moritz

Mr. and Mrs. David Myers

Dr. and Mrs. Christopher Nigrelli
Mr. Bill Oelkers

Mrs. Hannah Owen

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Parker

Mr. and Mrs. Ty Poston

Mr. John Rambo

Mrs. Marion Reese

Ms. Maria Register

Mr. and Mrs. Todd Rhyne

Mrs. Marty Rice

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Rights

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Robbins
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Rodgers

Dr. Mary O. Polk and Mr. Luther J. Rollins, Jr.

Dr. James M. Ross

Ms. Angela Sherrill

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Shook

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Sinclair

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Smith

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Snyder

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Sobotkin

Mrs. Clarissa and Mr. Benji Starnes
Christine and Andy Stinson

Dr. Gail Summer

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Tashjian

Mr. and Mrs. Shea Teague

Teague Campbell Dennis & Gorham, LLP
Ms. Elizabeth Thao

Mr. and Mrs. Karl Thomason

Ms. Patty Thompson

Mr. and Mrs. H. Lawrence Thompson IV
Ms. Kimberly Wallace

Mr. Justin Ward

Mrs. Celeste Watts



CONTRIBUTOR

FRIEND

Mr. David N. Webber
Mr. and Mrs. Les Whicker, Jr.
Ms. Karen Schell Whitworth
Ms. Anne R. Williams

Mr. and Mrs. Randy Banner
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Bartlett
Mr. Jarred Blanton

Ms. Raisa Boben

Dr. and Mrs. David W. Branyon
Ms. Judy W. Cain

Ms. Debra Christian

Ms. Ida Clough

Mr. and Mrs. Cameron Cunningham
Mr. Patrick Daily

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Eisenbraun
Mr. Adam Everett

Ms. Leslie Ferrell

Mr. Ed Fickle

Ms. Wyn Flo

Mr. and Mrs. Chad Freeland
Ms. Frances W. Frock

Ms. Kelly Gooderham

Mrs. Lynn Gora

Mr. and Mrs. Terry Gouge

Mr. Dallas Greer

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Gregory

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Grell

Mr. & Mrs. Jason Gscheidmeier
Mr. and Mrs. Coleman Gutshall
Dr. and Mrs. Sanford Guttler

Mr. and Mrs. Dale Williams

Mr. Charles R. Willingham

Mr. and Mrs. William M. Winters
Ms. Liz Yang

Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Hall

Dr. and Mrs. David M. Hardaway
Mr. Edward Henson

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Hodge
Ms. Erica Isenhour

Dr. Kathy Ivey

Mr. and Mrs. Erik Jordan
Ms. Kimberly B. Jordan
Dr. Douglas Knight

Ms. Angela Lambert
Mrs. Margaret Lavender
Ms. Kate Lawhorn

Mr. James Luehrs

Mr. Peter Maxwell

Ms. Karen McGuire

Ms. Alexandria McNeely
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CATAWBA

Ms. Helen Sain

Dr. Tracie McLemore Salinas and Dr. Rene Salinas

Mr. and Mrs. Dirk Schoellner
Ms. Ellen Schwarzbek

Mr. Fred Sherrill, Jr.

Rev. and Mrs. Robert H. Shoffner
Mr. and Mrs. Wade Shuford llI
Mr. Kurt Sigmon

Mr. Charles Smith

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Sosebee
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Stafford

Mr. and Mrs. Darrell M. Stafford
Ms. E. Anne Starnes

Ms. Sara Stinemetz

Ms. Kelly Swindell

Ms. Abby Taylor

Mrs. Victoria Morales and Mr. German Castellanos Dr. Harry Titus
Mrs. Tiffany Mullis Brittain and Mr. Grant Brittain Mr. Matthew Troy

Mr. and Mrs. Chet Palmer

Mr. and Mrs. Doug Parker

Mr. Robert A. Price

Mrs. Patricia Rice

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Rink

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Robertson
Ms. Rhonda Roederer

Mr. and Mrs. David Sadlowski

Mr. and Mrs. David W. Turman
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Unverfehrt
Mr. and Mrs. Mark J. Walters
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Wangler
Mrs. Joann Wilfong

Mr. and Mrs. Conway Wilson

ARTS CULTURE CATAWBA ...

In addition to the UAF, Arts Culture
Catawba provides grants to
individual creatives and
organizations.

Artist Support Grant

Innovative Artist Grant

Projects Pool Grant

Community Cultural Grant

Edna Bost Barringer Young Artist Award
Kathryn Greathouse Legacy Scholarship

NURTURES

Professional

Development
New Initiative!

-Workshops specifically catered for
artists and arts organizations.
-Resources for both artists and arts
organizations available through
new website.

PROMOTES

Events Calendar
New Initiative!

-0ur cultural event calendar is a
great resource for residents and

visitors, as well as arts & cultural
organizations.



HICKGRY

COMMUNITY THEATRE

= = =
EL!BIJNATE ENTRANCE Wiasller Mace Guerra is paid l:: losg—

ring Narronsts.” This heavy-hilling
slams racism and polilics in Ihe scripled,
high-slakes world of professionalwrestling.

April 3-18, 2026

this all-lemala thrills
lhn':lla whal's done cannol be unda
May 1-26, 2026

Hlshﬁﬂ. collide in this Tony Award-
wil simagining of Brothers Grimm

cs. As a Baker, Cinderalla, and
Jur.'h chasa { dreams, apoily
avar altar” fu 8 deconstruclion
ol consequences whera every choica
has a cosl. .

” June 5-20, 2026 @L l' 1
AND DON’T MISS -.m‘- ~
THe Best PArTY IN Hickory! 08,28, 21w, 228
THE VACATION EXTRAVAGANIA

Tuespay, JUNE 9, 2026 + 6:30pm - Tickets $150 (335“4%T§$zs thegreenroomtheatre.org
HICKORYTHEATRE.ORG 10 South Main Ave., Newton, NC - Old Post Office Playhouse

Hickory CHORAL SociETY 61 SEASONS OF SOUND.
SPRING CONCERT ONE UNFORGETTABLE YEAR.

featuring Bernstein's Chichester Psalms Jojn us for the ﬁnal Conceyts Ofthe Season!
April 19,2026 | 3:00 pm

First Baptist Church, Hickory

SINGING ON THE SQUARE

May 16, 2026 | 6:00 pm
Courthouse Square, Downtown Morganton
May 17, 2026 | 6:00 pm
Union Sguare, Downtown Hickory

~ FROM BROADWAY TO HOLLYWOOD!
] > April 18, 2026 | J.E. Broyhill Civic Center

- Ajoyfuljourney through iconic American show tunes
and standards, featuring soprano Haley Sicking.

MUSICAL WANDERLUST
’ May 16, 2026 | P.E. Monroe Auditorium
b
M A journey across cultures and sound worlds, featuring
Saint-Saéns’“Egyptian” Piano Concerto with acclaimed

pianist Sheng Cai.

e e S C - WESTERN PIEDMONT

SYMPHONY

hickorychoralsociety.org
CONCERT TICKETS




Our camps may look a
little different this year
but they’re still HMA!

This summer, art camps for kids ages 4-13 will be held in our
satellite location at Valley Hills Mall from May 26 to July 2 be-

fore teamHMA begins to prepare for the museum’s reopening
in September.

Did You Know? | | ”DlNOSAUR EVOLUTION” VR EXPERIENCE
The cost of 1 family membership + 2 summer camps is less than
2 non-member summer camps! { 16 DINOSAURS ¢ FOSSIL DIG PIT

2 Camps: $120 2 Camps/Workshops: $200 On The SALT Block | 243 3rd Ave NE, Hickory, NC 28601

+Family Membership: $75 VS +Non-MemberBenefits: $0

Member Total = $195 Non-Member Total = $200 cafawbc:
SC .ence
M center

create

A\
. SUVMER

art cam Ps

Visit hickoryart.org/summer26
for complete details!

HickoRY LANDMARKS SOCIETY
CoHectIng Hickory’s History since 1968 WelCOl’Ile TO ’Hle

MOTHER & DAUGHTER Catawba County

TEA PARTY
May 9, 2026

ROMANCE OF THE

HoME & GARDEN TOUR
May 16, 2026

UPCDMING EVENTS

The History Museum of Catawha County. * '
offers testimony to the hardy settlers
of the Catawba River Valley and their
8 Cofl - resourceful descendants who carved
Heritage Days Bourbon Tasting Event a world-renowned furniture and textile”,

4th Grades at Maple Grove

e ey empire out of the hackwoods.

Forrow HLS

Stay up to date and follow our
Facebook & Instagram
@hickorylandmarks

CONTACT US FOR MORE
[NPORMA’] ION HISTORICAL
(828) 465-0383 ASSOCIATION
www.hickorylandmarks.org 30 North College Ave, Newton NC 28658 lkiaeuasild




ARTIST SPOTLIGHT | SCOTT OWENS

| can't say much in the clarity of paragraphs
about my childhood without hurting the
feelings of people | love. Suffice it to say my
childhood was chaotic. Poverty, abuse, lots of
moving. The rest of the story can be found in
the somewhat less direct lines of my poetry.

Four things from those days that | can say with
certainty though is that | always loved
language; | always loved the woods; school was
a refuge; and books saved me.

| can remember from my youngest days being interested in the rhythms of language. Nursery rhymes, Dr.
Seuss, jump rope songs, even commercial jingles from television fascinated me, and | found myself
constantly composing little rhymes and alliterative phrases in my head, sometimes even sharing them
with the girls jumping rope which got me attention from them that | otherwise would likely never have
received.

While we were forced to move frequently, one place that we came back to often, was my grandfather’s
farm, a small 7-acre farm with cows and chickens and corn, but most importantly with a couple square
miles of undisturbed woods in the back. | always loved those woods, the infinite variety of leaves and
trees and birds, the occasional sighting of deer, fox, raccoons, but mostly, the freedom there — no rules, no
worries about being punished, or told | couldnt That love of the outdoors never went away, and so
throughout my life I've been a hiker, a gardener, a birdwatcher, and just someone who likes to see as much
as | can.

My appreciation for school began in earnest in second grade at Blake Elementary School. | had a teacher
who read to us, letters from a relative of hers who was a professional football coach and a genuinely good
man, a rarity in my world at that time. From those letters | was able to glean that not everyone’s world was
like the one | was experiencing, and that gave me hope. Then she started reading Laura Ingalls Wilder's
books to us, and again | was able to hear about a world that made more sense than the one around me.
Pretty soon after that | started reading those books and others like them on my own and putting together
ideas in my head about what | thought the world should be like and more importantly what | should be
like.

Most of the time, a few bullies aside, | felt safe in school, and | started doing well enough that | was
frequently asked to help others with their learning, and | truly enjoyed the feeling of helping others. Not
every grade or class was as positive, but there were other experiences that kept me interested in teaching.
Carolyn Thomas, my 10" grade English teacher, who convinced me that even though no one in my family
had graduated high school, | should and would go to college.

1



HICKORY'S FIRST S/ 0et: 5thureate

Catherine Rotter who in 11" grade made me editor of the school’s
annual literary journal. And Ann Carver, my grad school
Shakespeare instructor at UNCC, who demonstrated that certain
inclinations | had had in my thinking for years were not so
strange after all, that not only were reading, writing, and paying
attention to the world hermeneutic acts but also that a pluralistic
approach to those acts was as valid if not more valid than any
monolithic insistence on singular truths.

So there you have it: books + language + nature + school =
teacher and poet.

I've been a classroom teacher for more than 40 years, but I've
also taught outside the classroom as a coach, father, workshop
¥ Scott Owens !' facilitator, and writer of 25 books, more than 2000 poems, and
L nearly 1000 essays.

One of the things | decided to do after being named Hickory's inaugural Poet Laureate was to write a
regular column on poetry. It comes out in Hickory's “Focus Newspaper” every other week. Recently, a reader
of that column said to me that it was like being in a creative writing class. | could think of nothing | would
rather hear about the column. So far in the column | have given a history of salons, examined the meaning
of the word "kakalak,” talked about levels of meaning in poetry, and discussed participles and serendipity,
but the lesson that | always want to get across about writing and in my writing is the importance of paying
attention. | think all artistic endeavor forces us to pay attention, and | believe life is always better when we
do.

o Join Scott and fellow Poets!

Poetry <& > y

Hickory

‘ READING AND OPEN MIC (‘]_IiCkOW Poetry Salon

Sharing, Discussion, Prompts, Critiques, Workshops

Poetry Hickory meets on the second

Tuesday of each month, and is free Hickory Poetry Salon meets on the
and open to the public. third Tuesday of each month, and is

free and open to the public.

Taste Full Beans 6:15pm
Patrick Beaver Memorial Library 6-8pm

For more information: Call Scott Owens (828) 234-4266 or email asowensl@yahoo.com
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r_RANDOM ACTS OF ARTSINESS -_[

The literary arts play a significant role in our lives. Many of us had a favorite childhood book with the
pages worn from the enthusiastic turns or a story that we can easily recite from memory. The style of our
language and the way that we express ourselves through written and spoken words are insightful ways to
explain who we are as people.

| recently learned about a creative way that our ' ‘
county manager’s office has used the poetry form of

haiku to facilitate ideas and discussion. Haiku: love Lgnguage

Of county manager's team.
Part of how we serve!

In this case, a simple fishbowl held an ever-changing
collection of prompts, and each week one was drawn
to spark inspiration. Soon, the whiteboard at the
county manager’s office would be filled with haiku -
inviting any passerby to contribute and take
inspiration from their colleagues' words.

-- Mary Furtado,
County Manager of Catawba County

To choose a winner, an unsuspecting judge was
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recruited from the hallway: a county employee
on an errand or a visitor stopping in to drop off
paperwork.

After reading the poems, the judge selected a favorite and the winning poet was rewarded with a silly
dollar store prize. Then together, the poet and the judge would add a new prompt to the fishbowl, keeping
the cycle of creativity going.

| asked our County Manager, Mary Furtado, to share why they did this.

"Doing things to spark creative thinking at work leads to better business outcomes. Our work at the
County aims to address complex problems that require out-of-the-box thinking. So it would be a
strategic mistake for us to ignore the importance of cultivating creativity within our County team. And
as an added bonus, it brings an element of fun and self-expression to work that we've all come to
appreciate.”

What a great reminder of how random acts of artsiness
could help our work days between the budget reviews

and coffee refills.

~ Ingrid Keller
' ‘ =




MARK YOUR CALENDARS

ACEY PILKINGTON SMITH &7 AUDREY SHERIEE_'
=  Artist Reception: April 9", 2026

5- 7pm WEST WING OFFICES At THE SALT BLOCK

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

DISCOVER SKILLS, CONNECTIONS, AND INSPIRATION THROUGH OUR
UPCOMING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SERIES DESIGNED ESPECIALLY FOR
CREATIVE PROFESSIONALS LIKE YOU!

WWW.ARTSCATAWBA.ORG/PROFESSIONALDEVELOPMENT
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APRIL 22"° 5:30-7:30PM l"“'
CITY WALK BREWING @ ®

CITY WALK

BREWING

“ CULTURAL PLAN CELEBRATION
| camweaws  PUBLIC CALENDAR LAUNCH
@‘ | MAY 26TH 2026 4PM-6PM
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]| STARTPOSTING EVENTS ON CATAWBA365.COM!

CATAWBA 365
POWERED BY % TS CULTURE EVENTS ARTS EDUCATION HRECTORIES OPPORTUNITIES RESOURCES & NEWS JOINUS

5% ARTS CULTURE www.artscatawba.org

CATAWBA


http://www.artscatawba.org/professionaldevelopment

\
29% ARTS CULTURE
>3\ TAWBA
243 3rd Avenue NE, Box 5, Hickory, NC 28601
www.artscatawba.org

Return Service Requested

Thank you to all of our artists who
submitted to be featured on the
cover of this issue of ART BEAT!

Learn more about these artists on
the Catawba365 Artist Directory!

ON THE COVER:

Dana Pape
‘Berry Bliss’- Oil on Canvas

ON THE BACK:

'l_ Maria Register

2_ Cathy Cooper

w

Alison Willard

B

Michelle Short

Stacey Pilkington-Smith

o

Jennifer Cline




	SPRING/SUMMER 2026
	AR
	BE
	ARTS CULTURE CATAWBA


	A letter from our  President
	ext. 310
	2025 Sustainability Society Commitments
	In Honor of our Leadership Donors
	Anonymous Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Barnes Mr. and Mrs. Alan Barnhardt Mr. and Mrs. Richard Berry Broome Insurance Agency, a Legacy Partner Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Bush, Jr. Mr. and Mrs. Ed Byrd Cargo Transporters, Inc. Mrs. Maryfrances Carter Catawba Valley Health System Mr. J. Donald Coleman Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Coley Ms. Joyce G. Corbett Davidson, Holland, Whitesell & Co. Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Decker Mrs. Becky Ferrell Mr. and Mrs. Jack Glasheen Mr. and Mrs. John Greenwell Mr. and Mrs. Ryen Greer Mr. and Mrs. Russell Isenhour Mr. and Mrs. John Jonkhoff Mr. and Mrs. Lutz Keller
	Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lackey, Sr. Mr. and Mrs. Mike Long Mr. and Mrs. Tom Lundy Mrs. Nancy F. Matheson Mr. and Mrs. David R. Moore Mr. and Mrs. Steve Mull North Hickory Market O. Leonard Moretz Foundation Ms. Monica Olinger Peoples Bank Pepsi-Cola Bottling Company of Hickory, NC Mr. John Pope Mr. and Mrs. H. Dean Proctor Rock House Brands Mr. Michael Roper Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Roseman, Jr. Sarstedt, Inc. Mr. and Mrs. Abel A. Shuford III Shurtape Technologies Mr. and Mrs. John D. Teeter Mr. and Mrs. John Tucker III Mr. and Mrs. Sherrill F. Young, Jr.


	2025 United Arts Fund Campaign
	In Honor of our Leadership Donors
	Thank you to all who donated to the 2025 United Arts Fund Campaign which supports our arts, science and history organizations so they can continue to help make Catawba County a great place to live and work.
	BENEFACTORS
	Beaver Family Foundation, Inc.
	Mr. and Mrs. James V. Tarlton, Jr.
	PATRONS
	SPONSORS
	PRESERVERS
	SUSTAINERS
	DONORS



	SUPPORTER
	CONTRIBUTOR
	CONTRIBUTOR
	FRIEND
	ARTIST SPOTLIGHT  |  SCOTT OWENS
	HICKORY’S FIRST

	Poet Laureate
	Join Scott and fellow Poets!
	Poetry  Hickory
	READING AND OPEN MIC
	Hickory Poetry Salon


	RANDOM ACTS OF ARTSINESS
	Haiku: love language Of county manager's team. Part of how we serve!
	-- Mary Furtado,  County Manager of Catawba County
	243 3rd Avenue NE, Box 5, Hickory, NC  28601 www.artscatawba.org
	Return Service Requested


	Thank you Artists!
	ON THE COVER:
	ON THE BACK:
	1.
	2.
	3.
	4.
	5.
	6.



